
The “LAST LECTURE” - Randy Pausch
 

While viewing the Last Lecture, respond to the following questions: 

We often face challenges in life.  They’re like brick walls trying to stop us.  But what’s Randy’s 

definition of those brick walls? 

Brick walls are there for a reason: to give us a chance to show 

us how badly we want something  

 

 

Randy said, “Experience is what you get when you didn’t get what you wanted.” 

 

What gift is it that Randy believed Coach Graham bestowed on his players? 

Learning the fundamentals/ head fakes 

 

If you are doing something badly and no one is bothering to tell you about it, what does it 

mean? 

It means that they have given up on you 

 

What does “head fake” mean? 

Indirect learning, through sports you can learn teamwork, perseverance. This class is all about 

an interview 

 

In Randy’s “Lessons Learned,” what does he say it takes for you to achieve your dreams? 

● Role of parents,mentors, and students 

● Have fun!  

○ Decide if you’re a Tigger or Eeyore 

● Help others 



● Loyalty is a two-way street 

● Never Give up 

How do you get people to help you? 

● Tell the truth 

● Be earnest 

● Apologize when you screw up 

● Focus on others, not yourself 

 

Earnest vs. Hip people: What are the differences between these two types of people? 

Hip people are short term while earnest people are long term 

 

What it takes to achieve your dreams, continued…. 

● Get a feedback loop; and listen to it! 

● Show gratitude 

● Don’t complain; just work harder 

 

At the end of the lecture, Randy gives the audience some important advice: 

● Be good at something: it makes you valuable  

● Work Hard… “what’s your secret?” 

● Find the best in everybody; no matter how long you have to wait for them to show it  

● Be prepared; “luck” is where preparation meets opportunity  

 


